
                                                                                                                  

                                   
        At harvest time I will tell the reapers to collect the weeds first and bind them into bundles to be  

        burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.  
  M a t t h e w  1 3 : 3 0  

  
 

                                                                               The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green 
                                     S er v i c e  fo r  t he  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  

July 23, 2017 
 

 Mission Statement:  We Share the Vitality of Christ, Loving, Serving, and Welcoming All. 
 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Gathering Music                                                                                                   Mike Kanan                                                                                 

  

Striking of the Hour 
 

Welcome 
 

Prelude                                                     Chorale                                                Cesar Franck                              

 
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call to Worship                                                
God has prepared the land and sowed the field. 

God is continually gracious to us. 

May we ripen into a rich harvest. 

And become children of God’s realm, living with God forever; 

Shining like the sun in God’s heavenly home. 

Like wheat gathered at the harvest, the kingdom of God is near!  
Matthew 13:36-43 

 

 

 

For Young 

Worshipers: 

It might be hard to 

tell whether the 

man is gathering 

wheat or collecting 

weeds to be 

burned. What do 

you think? What 

are the clues? 

Jesus’ first message 

was that the 

kingdom of God 

had come near.  

We worship in 

celebration of this. 



All Stand 

Hymn 367                     Come, Ye Thankful People, Come           ST GEORGE’S WINDSOR  
                                                        

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  
 

O Lord our God, we confess that we do not reflect your glory. You have claimed us as beloved 
children, but we forget that we belong to you. You have given us the Spirit of freedom, but we 
fall back into the spirit of fear. Forgive us; restore and reorder our lives by the grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Let us bear good fruit, and be a sign to others of your new creation, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen. 
A Silence is observed for Personal Confession  

 

Response Hymn 519       You Are My Strength When I Am Weak               JERNIGAN 

You are my strength when I am weak, you are the trea-sure that I seek; you are my all in all. 

When I fall down, you pick me up; when I am dry you fill my cup; you are my all in all. 

Je-sus, Lamb of God, wor-thy is your name! 

Je-sus, Lamb of God, wor-thy is your name! 
  

Declaration of Good News 
 

Passing the Peace of Christ 
    The risen Lord brought the gift of life-giving peace.  Let us share it with one another. 

 

Hearing the Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination                             

 

Epistle Reading (Responsive)                                                                         Romans 8:12-25 
 

The Whole Creation Waits for Repair 

So then, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation, but it isn’t an obligation to ourselves to live our 

lives on the basis of selfishness.  If you live on the basis of selfishness, you are going to die. But if 

by the Spirit you put to death the actions of the body, you will live.  All who are led by God’s 

Spirit are God’s sons and daughters. You didn’t receive a spirit of slavery to lead you back again 

into fear, but you received a Spirit that shows you are adopted as his children. With this Spirit, 

we cry, “Abba, Father.” The same Spirit agrees with our spirit, that we are God’s children. But 

if we are children, we are also heirs. We are God’s heirs and fellow heirs with Christ, if we really 

suffer with him so that we can also be glorified with him. I believe that the present suffering is 

nothing compared to the coming glory that is going to be revealed to us. The whole creation 

waits breathless with anticipation for the revelation of God’s sons and daughters. Creation was 

subjected to frustration, not by its own choice—it was the choice of the one who subjected it—

but in the hope that the creation itself will be set free from slavery to decay and brought into 

the glorious freedom of God’s children. We know that the whole creation is groaning together and 

suffering labor pains up until now. And it’s not only the creation. We ourselves who have the Spirit 

as the first crop of the harvest also groan inside as we wait to be adopted and for our bodies to be set 

free.  We were saved in hope. If we see what we hope for, that isn’t hope. Who hopes for what 

they already see? But if we hope for what we don’t see, we wait for it with patience. 

 

Anthem                                  O Rest in the Lord (from Elijah)                  Felix Mendolssohn 
                                                 Rachel West, mezzo-soprano 

              
All Stand for the Reading of the Gospel 

Gospel Reading                                                                                Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
Another Parable of God’s Kingdom: Weeds Among Wheat 

  

Sermon                                          Presbyterians Unlimited                      Matthew Covington                                                                          

   

Adopted children 

call out to their 

father, “Abba!” and 

wait for their 

redemption, 

knowing they are 

loved. 



Responding to the Word 
 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                            The Apostles’ Creed 
       I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 

descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church; the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 

everlasting.    Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

All Sit 

The Offering 
 

Offertory                                   The Ashgrove Gloria                       ASHGROVE/M. Arnold 
                                                     Collegiate Ensemble         
                  
All Stand  

Doxology  
                   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

      Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

      Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

      Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Closing Hymn 265                  Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun                DUKE STREET 

 

Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                 Trumpet Tune                                      Andrew Carter                  
************************************************************************************************* 

     

WELCOME VISITORS! 
We invite you to pick up visitor’s information on your way out, either in the narthex or on the table on the 

Right in the downstairs entrance hall.  Ushers will be standing by to help you find them. Always know that a 

cordial greeting is extended by ministers, officers, and congregation. 
 

 If you have a fussy baby or are coughing, etc., the worship service may be viewed from the parlor  

via television (across the hall from the Sanctuary). Loving childcare is available in our children’s center  

for children 3 and under on Sundays, and children’s activity packets are available in the narthex. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Church Elders: Wanda Rosddeutscher, Pam Bratcher, David Coverdale, Nancy English, Sam Evans, Rob Hale, Jim Harris, Fred Higgins, Brad 

Howard, Matt Hunt, Stuart Kernohan,  Bobby Rabold, Diane Simmons, David Thomison, Denny Wedge 

Our Church Deacons: Karol Ahmed, Rider Allen, Barbara Brindle, Peggy Carthrae, Rocky Cooper, Shannon Dyche, Sheryl Goad, Cathey Green, 

Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Ann Rudolph Humphrey, Nathan Love, Tom MacMillin, Marilyn Mattingly, Charlotte Prow, Kevin Reber, Jim Stites, 

Debbie Trickey, Judy Whitson 

 

The Apostles’ 

Creed is renowned 

for its simplicity, 

and for its 

trinitarian form.  



The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, 

Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-843-4707  •   www.bgpres.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                              The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Announcements 
 

USHERS:  Herb Simmons and friends 

LAY READER:  Wayne Hendrix 

SANCTUARY COMMITTEE:  Charles Reid and Barbara Howell 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  Stuart Kernohan and Matt Hunt       

NURSERY ATTENDANTS: Alisia Mosley and Kimberly Watkins 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arfranpe@msn.com   

 

LECTIONARY FOR NEXT SUNDAY, July 30:  Genesis 29:15–28; Psalm 105:1–11, 45b or Psalm 128; Romans 8:26–39; 

Matthew 13:31–33, 44–52.  
 

SPECIAL THANKS to the Collegiate Ensemble for their solos, ensembles and hymn leadership while the choir is on hiatus 

through July.    
 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE MEMBERS – Jacqueline Yunker, soprano; Rachel West, alto; Jacob Carr, tenor; Jason Fox, 

bass.  Children’s Choir Director – Ellie Osborne 
 

TODAY:    

SUNDAY MORNINGS are full of learning and worship.  If you haven't had the opportunity to join us for Summer Sunday 

school, please join us!  We gather at 9:30 (light breakfast fellowship begins by 9:15) for a time of fellowship and exploring 

scripture together.  All ages, with nursery available for those 3 and under as needed. 
 

HELP US PROVIDE BREAKFAST hospitality each Sunday.  We are enjoying good food and fellowship, thanks to the 

generous contributions of individuals.  There is a special Sign Up Genius available – http://www.signupgenius.com/go/ 

20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-summer.  Don't have good web access?  Just see or call Leslee Kirkconnell and let her know what you 

will bring.  That way we don't duplicate our efforts!  And, as always, coffee is available around 8:30am.   

 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Financial Administrator 

Director of Christian Education 

Richard Barefoot 

Leslee Kirkconnell 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center Dana Patterson 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Children’s Music Ellie Osborne 

Sunday Sexton 

College Intern 

Stuart Kernohan 

Michael Spencer 

Clerk of Session James Harris 

Donate Online:  

We have set up the church website to accept online donations. Just go to the website below and fill 

out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.  You can also scan the 

QR code, right. https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/online-donations/ 

 

 

     Calendar 
 

      Sunday, July 23 

 8:30 a.m.  Fellowship 

  9:30 a.m.  Sunday School 

   10:30 a.m. Worship  

Tuesday, July 25 

 11:00 a.m. Special Care 

 2:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting 

Wednesday, July 26 

5:00 p.m.  Youth Fellowship 

Friday, July 28 

  10:30 a.m. Contemplative Prayers 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.bgpres.org/
mailto:arfranpe@msn.com
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/%2020f094aa9ab2ca7f49-summer
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/%2020f094aa9ab2ca7f49-summer
https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/online-donations/


Announcements (continued) 
 
 

QUESTIONS? THOUGHTS OR CONCERNS? There will be an elder at the front of the church after worship today to hear 

from you. Visitors are especially welcome to ask any questions you may have. The elder at the front of the church today is 

Bobby Rabold. 
 

THIS WEEK:   

3 CENTS A MEAL Collection returns next week - Sunday July 30.  Our children and youth will come around during the 

offering to collect your gifts.  If you are keeping track, each person's quarterly contribution is $8.10, but we are grateful for all 

gifts of any size!  One third stays to benefit our food pantry, and the remainder goes to the Presbyterian Hunger Program, which 

addresses the root causes of hunger in our country and abroad. 
 

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP meets each Wednesday afternoon at 5:00pm at Spencer's Coffee House. Join us for a time of 

conversation and fun.  We finish by 6:30pm.   
 

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYERS The Friday contemplative prayers group has resumed weekly meetings at 10:30am on 

Friday mornings at the church. All are welcome. 
 

COMING UP SOON:   
SATURDAY MEALS will be August 5th.  Volunteers are needed for delivery, preparation and to pick up bread from Panera's 

the Wednesday, Thursday and Friday nights before. If anyone can help they should contact Debbie Trickey by           e-mail or 

phone.  (dtrickey_123@yahoo.com / 270-893-3399) 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! THE PIG PICKIN’ is coming up on Sunday, August 13th, and we need volunteers who are 

willing to help with the event. Call or email Bobby Rabold (270-791-7404) / bobbyrabold@twc.com or David Thomison (270) 

392-1818 / david.thomison@gmail.com . 
 

OTHER NEWS:   
FALL RESOURCES:  In Fellowship Hall there is a display of possible resources for both the Ellis and the Coffee and 

Conversation Classes.  Members of those two groups are invited to look over these materials to help decide what will be 

studied.  Please DO NOT take anything with you, unless you check with Leslee Kirkconnell.  That way everyone can see what 

we have available and books aren't 'lost.'   (Our regular Sunday morning schedule returns September 18.) 
 

BE-REMINDED!  One of the Session's goals is to improve communication with members and the community. An easy way 

is to be part of our text-message group The Pres News.  Several members have signed up, but to improve our reach, we need 

YOU!  If you haven't yet signed up (it's easy - on your phone enter 81010 and send this message:  @a2d4fe2.  That will add 

you to our group.  Later this week we will begin adding members, so if you get a text that seems to come from Leslee, just 

follow the steps to complete.  If you do not wish to be added, please let us know.  (And we will NOT send frequent texts - this 

is simply a way to communicate periodically on important upcoming events!) 
 

ART EXHIBIT Our current exhibit features the artists of Gayle Levee's studio - including our own Diane Simmons.  Stop by 

Fellowship Hall to see the latest show! 
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